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With	so	many	options,	the	possibilities	are	endless!	Files	are	prPage	5I	wanted	my	students	to	do	something	other	than	a	plot	diagram	for	"Possibility	of	Evil",	so	I	have	them	create	an	illustrated	plot	diagram	in	6	panels.	Through	these	examples	and	many	others,	the	reader	is	aware	that	the	short	story	“The	Possibility	of	Evil”	by	Shirley	Jackson	is
told	in	third	person	limited	point	of	view.		bonus	questionMy	Answers	to	Discussion	Questions1.		What	was	the	crisis?		From	what	point	of	view	was	this	short	story	told?7.	They	are	telling	a	story	based	around	a	different	character	while	not	being	a	participant	themselves,	hence	the	story	is	told	in	third	person	point	of	view.		She	felt	she	must	protect
her	town	from	evil.	71.	Who	is	the	author	of	"The	Possibility	of	Evil"?	Henry;	"The	Possibility	of	Evil,"	by	Shirley	Jackson.The	questions	are	NOT	MC;	some	are	fairly	writing	intensive,	and	as	such,	may	be	used	instead	as	study	guides,	cooperative	learning	exercises	or	worksheets.As	noted	in	the	Preview,	all	page	citations	are	pertinent	to	McDougall
Littell's	Language	of	Literature	(9).Page	3Hansel	and	Gretel	Fairy	Tale	Clip	Art	Set	—	Over	70	Graphics!	You	will	receive	71	clipart	graphics	that	were	hand	drawn	by	myself	–	6	Candies	(swirl	mints,	gum,	candy	cane),	1	Candy	House,	3	Candy	Pine	Trees,	3	Candy	Trees,	2	Caramel	Apples,	2	Lollipop	Suckers,	2	Chickens	Eating,	2	Chickens	Standing,	2
Cupcakes,	1	Evil	Black	Cat,	4	Evil	Old	Witches,	1	Fire	Wood	Stack,	1	Stone	Fireplace,	4	Gretels	Eating	A	Lollipop,	4	Gretels	Standing,	4	Hansels	Standing,	4	Hansels	Eating	A	Lollipop,	2	GumdropPage	4FREE	The	Princess	and	the	Pea	Clip	Art	Set	—	Over	50	Graphics!	You	will	receive	51	clipart	graphics	that	were	hand	drawn	by	myself	–	1	Castle,	1
Crown,	1	Ladder,	1	Single	Pea,	1	Pea	Pod,	3	Prince	Waving,	3	Princess	Waving,	3	Princess	Blushing,	3	Princess	Tired,	3	Princess	Smiling,	3	Princess	Wet,	2	Queen	with	Pea,	3	Princess	Can't	Sleep,	3	Princess	in	Stacked	Bed	Sleeping,	1	Stacked	Bed	Empty	and	3	Prince	&	Princess	Married.	Throughout	the	short	story,	the	reader	also	knows	what	Miss
Strangeworth	is	thinking	as	stated,	“Mr.	Lewis	looked	worried,	she	thought”	(Jackson	250).	Who	is	the	original	owner	of	Miss	Strangeworth's	house?	2.		But	her	idea	of	guidance	was	insensitive	and	harsh.		What	was	one	of	the	main	themes?6.	9	pages	at	300	words	per	page)	"The	Possibility	of	Evil"By	Shirley	JacksonSummary	Analysis:				Ever	since
the	small	town	was	built,	the	beautiful	Strangeworth	house,	with	its	blossoming	roses	and	perfect	presentation,	resided	on	Pleasant	Street.		Though	she	saw	it	as	eye-opening.	The	narrator	is	telling	the	story	about	someone	else,	Miss	Adela	Strangeworth,	while	not	being	present	themselves.	Her	grandfather.	On	what	street	does	Miss	Strangeworth
live?	1.	"The	town	where	she	lived	had	to	be	kept	clean	and	sweet,	but	people	everywhere	were	lustful	and	evil	and	degraded,	and	needed	to	be	watched;	the	world		was	so	large,	and	there	was	only	one	Strangeworth	left	in	it."	(Jackson	179)		But	while	at	the	post	office	to	deliver	her	letters,	Miss	Strangeworth	accidently	dropped	one	of	her
helpful	notes.	Shirley	Jackson.		May	someone	please	give	a	brief	summary	of	the	short	story?2.	The	students	demonstrate	their	knowledge	of	the	story	by	identifying	and	analyzing	exposition,	initial	incident,	rising	action,	turning	point,	climax	and	resolution.		After	picking	up	the	letter,	he	decided	that	he	would	aid	Miss	Strangeworth	by	delivering	the
letter	personally	to	the	person	it	was	addressed	to.	What	conflict	did	it	lead	to?								The	crisis	is	that	Miss	Strangeworth	believes	that	she	is	responsible	of	the	town.	The	story	starts	with	the	sentence,	“Miss	Adela	Strangeworth	stepped	along	Main	Street	on	her	way	to	the	grocery”	(Jackson	249).	4.	Shirley	Jackson’s	short	story	“The	Possibility	of	Evil”
is	told	in	the	view	of	third	person	limited.	5.		But	I	also	believe	that	no	one	is	perfect	and	our	very	imperfection								makes	us	perfect	humans.	“The	Possibility	of	Evil”	by	Shirley	Jackson	takes	place	in	the	early	1900’s	on	Pleasant	Street	and	Main	Street	of	a	small	town	in	which	the	reader	follows	a	seventy-one	year	old	Miss.	Strangeworth	as	she	goes
along	her	day	shopping,	socializing,	and	writing	letters	revealing	the	evils	of	her	town.	3.	Pleasant	Street.	When	she	reaches	the	grocery	store	she	tells	the	clerk	,	“I	would	like	a	chop...a	can	of	cat	food	and	a	tomato”	(Jackson	249).		Did	the	author	use	direct	or	indirect	characterization?	7.	In	addition,	they	examine	such	elements	as	characterization,
setting	and	dialogue.		Explain.								The	climax	was	when	the	boy	found	Miss	Strangewrth's	letter	and	discovered	its	wickedness	and	cruelty.4.		Did	Miss	Strangeworth	change	or	grow	as	a	character	throughout	the	story?								It	ever	really	said.		But	I	do	think	that	she	felt	the	hate	in	the	letter	sent	to	her.		It	shouldn't	be	fixed.	When	Miss	Strangeworth
is	walking	"daintily"	along	Main	Street,	(417),	how	is	she	walking?		"She	began	to	cry	silently	for	the	wickedness	of	the	world	when	she	read	the	words:	LOOK	OUT	AT	WHAT	USED	TO	BE	YOUR	ROSES."	(Jackson	181)Discussion	Questions	for	Class:1.		Do	you	believe	in	the	possibility	of	evil	as	Miss	Strangeworth	does?	How	old	is	Miss	Strangeworth?
They	are	aware	of	Strangeworth’s	thoughts	and	feelings,	but	not	anyone	else's.		But	I'm	not	quite	sure	why	she	cried.	This	sentence	did	not	start	with,	“I	saw	Miss	Adela	Strangeworth”,	therefore	the	reader	can	interpret	that	the	narrator	is	not	telling	a	story	in	which	they	are	present	or	a	witness	of.		Miss	Strangeworth	found	a	familiar	letter		on	the
hall	of	her	frool	the	following	morning.	The	story	starts	with	Miss.	One	day.	What	is	the	longest	time	that	Miss	Strangeworth	has	been	away	from	her	town?	or	simply	because	her	perfect	roses	were	now	ruined?5.	6.		Now,	it	was	home	to	old	Miss	Adela	Strangeworth,	a	sweet	old	lady	who	took	much	pride	in	her	town	and	especially	in	her	eye-catching
gorgeous	roses	in	her	front	lawn.		Explain.4.		Did	Miss	Strangeworth	change	or	grow	as	a	character	throughout	the	story?5.		And	so	almost	every	night,	she	would	write	anonymous	letters	to	the	people	within	her	community	whom	she	believed	needed	guidance.	Delicately,	with	small	steps;	in	a	charming	way.	Who	planted	the	roses	outside	Miss
Strangeworth's	house?		I	think	the	author	did	this	to	describe	the	charatacters	as	vividly	as	possible.8.		Do	you	believe	in	the	possibility	of	evil	as	Miss	Strangeworth	does?	bonus	question								Yes,	in	some	form	I	do	believe	in	the	possibility	of	evil.	What	conflict	did	it	lead	to?3.		Someone	had	seen	her	drop	it.	or	humility?	In	addition,	they	examine	such
elements	as	characterization,	setting	and	dialogue.Page	2Three	quizzes	covering	"The	Necklace,"	by	Guy	de	Maupassant;	"The	Gift	of	the	Magi,"	by	O.	Her	grandmother.	Unlike	current	grocery	stores,	this	grocery	I	wanted	my	students	to	do	something	other	than	a	plot	diagram	for	"Possibility	of	Evil",	so	I	have	them	create	an	illustrated	plot	diagram
in	6	panels.		Why	do	you	think	she	used	this	form	of	characterization?								Both	indirect	and	direct.		Therefor,	the	conflict	is	that	she	must	correct								any	problems	or	evil	that	pose	a	threat	within	it.3.		What	was	the	climax	and	resolution	to	the	story?	(read	all	180	Short	Answer	Questions	and	Answers)	This	section	contains	2,448	words	(approx.
	What	was	the	climax	and	resolution	to	the	story?	The	narrator	knows	what	the	main	character	is	thinking,	however	can	only	infer	about	other	characters	through	their	actions.		Why	do	you	think	this	form	of	characterization	was	used?8.		Was	it								because	of	shame?		For	without	her	family,	the	small,	quaint	town	would	not	exist.	or	pain?	The
Possibility	of	Evil	by	Shirley	Jackson	1.	Strangeworth	on	her	way	to	the	grocery	store	on	a	Tuesday	morning.		What	was	one	of	the	main	themes?								Possible	themes:	humility,	shame,	pride,	truth,	the	impossible	goal	of	perfection6.	Since	the	narrator	is	only	aware	of	the	thoughts	of	Miss	Strangeworth	and	no	other	character,	this	makes	the	story	told
in	a	limited	point	of	view.
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